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CANNON. ii. f. [ cannon , Fr. from canna, Lat a pipe, meaning 
a large tube.] 

1. A great gun for battery. 

2. A gun larger than can be managed by the hand. They are of 
fo many fizes, that they decreafe in the bore from a ball of forty- 
eight pounds to a ball of five ounces. 

As cannons overcharg’d with double cracks. 

So they redoubled ftrokes upon the foe. Shakefp . Macbeth . 

He had left all the cannon he had taken ; and now he fent all 
his great cannon to a garrifon. Clarendon. 

The making, or price, of thefe gunpowder inftruments, is 
extremely expenfive, as may be eafily judged by the weight of 
their materials ; a whole cannon weighing commonly eightthou- 
fand pounds ; a half cannon , five thoufand ; a culverin, four 
thoufand five hundred ; ademi-culverin, three thoufand ; which, 
whether it be in iron or brafs, muft needs be very coftly. 

Wilkins's Mathematical Magick. 
Cannon-ball. [from cannon, ball , bullet , and foot . ] 

Cannon-bullet. £ The balls which are (hot from great 
Cannon-shot 

He reckons thofe for wounds that are made by bullets, al- 
though it be a cannon-foot. Wifeman' s Surgery. 

Let a cannon-bullet pafs through a room, it muft ftrike fuc- 
ceflively the two Tides of the room. Locke. 

To Cannona'de. v. n. [from cannon.'] To play the great guns 3 
to batter or attack with great guns. 

Both armies cannonaded tAA the enfuingday. Tatler, N° 63. 
To Cannona'de. v. a. 'Fo fire upon the enemy with cannon. 
Cannoni'er. n. f [from cannon.] The engineer that manages 
the camion. 

Give me the cups : 

And let the kettle to the trumpets fpeak, 

The trumpets to the cannonier without, 

The cannons to the heav’ns, the heav’ns to earth. Shakefp. 

A third was a moft excellent cannonier , whofe good skill did 
much endamage the forces of the king. Hayward . 

Ca'nnot. A word compounded of can and not. 

I cannot but believe many a child can tell twenty, long before 
he has any idea of infinity at all. Locke. 

C a. oa . / n. f A boat made by cutting the trunk of a tree in- 
Ca'noe. 5 to a hollow veffel. 

Others made rafts of wood, and others devifed the boat of 
one tree, called the canoa, which the Gauls, upon the river 
Roan, ufed in affifting the tranfportation of Hannibal’s army. 

Raleigh's Effays. 

They maintained a war againft Semiramis, in which they 
had four thoufand monoxyla, 01 canoes, of one piece of timber. 

Arbuthnot on Coins. 

CANTON. n.f [xLcov.] 

J . A rule 3 a law. 

The truth is, they are rules and canons of that law, Which is 
written in all mens hearts 3 the church had for ever, no lefs 
than now, ftood bound to obferve them, whether the apoftle 
had mentioned them, or no. ^ Hookei , b. iii. § 4. 

His books are almoft the very canon to judge both dodfrine 
and difeipline by. Hookei , P/ef. 

Religious canons , civil laws are cruel. 

Then what fliould war be ? Shakefp. Tim on. 

Canons in logick are fuch as thefe : every part of a divifion, 
finely taken, muft contain lefs than the whole 3 and a defini- 
tion muff be peculiar and proper to the thing defined. 

Watts's Logick. 

The laws made by ecclefiaftical councils. 

Canon law is that law, which is made and ordained in a ge- 
neral council, or provincial fynod of the church. Ayliffe. 

Thefe were looked on as lapfed perfons, and great feverities 
of penance were prescribed them, as appears by the canons of 
Ancyra, and many others. Stillingficct. 

The books of Holy Scripture 3 or the great rule. 

Canon alfo denotes thofe books of Scripture, which aie re- 
ceived as infpired and canonical, to diftinguifli them from either 
profane, apocryphal, or difputed books. Thus we fay, 
Genets is part of the facred canon of the Scripture. 

A dignitary in cathedral churches. 

For deans and canons, or prebends, of cathedral churches, in 
their firft inftitution, they were of great ufe in the churchy 
they were to be of counfel with the bifhop for his revenue, and 
for his government in caufes ecclefiaftical. Bacjii. 

Swift much admires the place and air. 

And longs to be a canon there. 

A canon ! that’s a place too mean : 

No, doctor, you ftiall be a dean, 

Two dozen canons round your ftall, 

And vou the tyrant o’er them all. # 

Canons Regular. Such as are placed 111 monafteries. Ayliffe. 
Canons Secular. Lay canons, who have been, as a mar^c o 

honour, admitted into fome chapters, 
o [Among chirurgeons.] An inftrument ufed in tewing up 
/' L oun( jg Did. 

8. A lar^e fort of printing letter, probably fo called from being 
firft ufed in printing a book of canons 3 or perhaps from its 
lizc, and therefore properly written cannon. 
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'Ayliffe. 
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Ca n on bit. n.f That part of the bit let into the honVs mouth 
A goodly perfon, and could manage fair, 

His ftubborn fteed with canonbit , 

Who under him did trample as the air. Fairy Queen. L i 
Canoness. n.f. [canoniffa, low Lat.] 

There are alio, in popifh countries, women which they cad 
fecular camnejfes , living after the example of fecular canons. ' 

Canonical, adj. [ canonicus , low Lat.] Bergen. 

1. According to the canon. 

2. Conftituting the canon. 

. Puhlick readings there are of books and writings, not cano- 
nical, whereby the church doth alfo preach, or openly make 
known the dodtrine of virtuous converfation. Hooker , b v. 

No fuch book was found amongft thofe canonical feriptures. 

Raleigh's Hiftory of the World. 

3. Regular 3 ftated 3 fixed by ecclefiaftical laws. 

Seven times in a day do I praife thee, faid David 5 from this 
definite number fome ages of the church took their pattern for 
their canonical hours. Taylor. 

4. Spiritual ecclefiaftical 3 relating to the church. 

York anciently had a metropolitan jurifdicfion over all the 
bifhops of Scotland, from whom they had their confecration, 
and to whom they fwore canonical obedience. Ayliffe . 

Cano'nically. adv. [from canonical.] In a manner agreeable 
to the canon. 

It is a known ftory of the friar, who, on a falling day, bids 
his capon be carp, and then very canonically eat it. 

Government of the Tongue . 
Can o'nicalness. n.f. [from canonical.] The quality- of being 
canonical. 

Ca'nonist. n.f. [from canon.] A man verfed ih the ecclefiaf- 
tical laws 3 a profeflour of the canon law. 

John Fifher, bifhop of Rochefter, when the king would have 
tranflated him from that poor bifhoprick, he refufed, faying, he 
would not forfake his poor little old wife 3 thinking of the fif- 
teenth canon of the Nicene council, and that of the canonijls , 
Matrimonium inter epifeopum & ecclefam ejfe contra Slum, &c. 

Camden's Remains. 

Of whofe ftrange crimes no canonijl can tell. 

In what commandment’s large contents they dwell. Pope. 
Canoniza'tion. n.f. [from canonize.] The adt of declaring 
any man a faint. 

It is very fufpicious, that the interefts of particular families, 
or churches, have too great a fway in their canonizations. 

Addifon on Italy. 

To Ca'nonize. v. a. [from canon, to put into the canon, or rule 
for obferving feftivals.] To declare any man a faint. 

The king, defirous to bring into the houfe of Lancafter ce- 
leftial honour, became fuitor to pope Julius, to canonize king 
Henry VI. for a faint. Bacon’s Henry VII. 

By thofe hymns all fhall approve 
Us canoniz'd for love. Donne: 

' They have a pope too, who hath the chief care of religion, 
and of canonizing whom he thinks fit, and thence have the ho- 
nour of faints. Stilling fleet. 

Ca'nonry. In. f. [from canon.] An ecclefiaftical benefice in 
Ca'nonship. } fome cathedral or collegiate church, which has 
a prebend, or a ftated allowance out of the revenues of fuch 
church, commonly annexed to it. Ayliffe' s Par ergon. 

Ca'noPIED. adj. [from canopy.] Covered with a canopy. 

I fat me down to watch upon a bank. 

With ivy canopy d, and interwove 

With flaunting honeyfuckle. Milton: 

CANOPY, n.f [ canopeum , low Lat.] A covering of ftate over 
a throne or bed 3 a covering fpread over the head. 

She is there brought unto a paled green, 

And placed under a ftately canopy. 

The warlike feats of both thofe knights to fee. Fairy Queen. 

Now fpread the night her fpangled canopy , 

And fummon’d every reftlefs eye to fleep. Fairfax. 

Nor will the raging fever’s fire abate. 

With golden canopies , and beds of ftate. Diyc.cn. 

To Ca'nopy. v. a . [from the noun.] To cover with a canopy. 
The birch, the myrtle, and the bay. 

Like friends did all embrace 3 

And their large branches did difplay, 

To canopy the place. Dry ca, 

Cano'rous. adj. [canorus, Lat.] Mufical 3 tuneful. 

Birds that are moft canorous, and whofe notes we moft com- 
mend, are of little throats, and fhort. Browns V ulgar Errours. 
CANT, n.f [probably from cantus, Lat. implying the odd tone 
of voice ufed by vagrants 3 but imagined by fome to be cor 
rupted from quaint.] 

1. A corrupt dialed! ufed by beggars and vagabonds. _ 

2. A particular form of fpeaking peculiar to fome certain c a s 

body of men. . . i nn 4 

I write not always in the proper terms of naviga 10 , 

fervice, or in the cant of any profeffion. r *Lur- 

If we would trace out the original of that flagrant and av 

cd impiety, which has prevailed among us for fome y ears ’ 
fhould find, that it owes its rife to that cant and h yP^ h ^ 


CAN 


y 


CAP 


Davies. 


wW h aa taken po«on of the ^ ^ 

formidable critick. „ rn(Ine o formal and affefled 

A whining pretenfion to goodnels, 1 

-"Of promife prodigal, while pow’r you want, ^ 

And preach ing^in the felf-denying cant. Drydrn s Aurengz. 

4 ' B tTaffeSn of fome late authours, to introduce and 
words, is the moft ruinous corrupt.cn .n any 

language. 

5 ' Tumters of thefe tenants, or their defendants, are now of- 
fering to fell their leafes by cant, even thofe which were for 

To Cant. v. n. [from the noun.] To talk in the jargon of 
particular profeffions, or in any kind of formal affected lan- 
guage, or with a peculiar and ftudied tone of voice. 
c ' Men cant endlelsly about materia and forma 3 hunt chimeras 
by rules of art, or drefs up ignorance in words of bulk or 

found, which may flop up the mouth of enquiry. 

Glanville s Scepfis Scientifca. 

That uncouth affeaed garb of fpeech, or canting language ra- 
ther, if I niay fo call it, which they have of late taken up, is 
the fional diftinaion and charaaeriftical note of that, wriich, 
in that their new language, they call the godly party. Sanderjon. 
The bufly, fubtile ferpents of the law. 

Did firft my mind from true obedience draw 5 
While I did limits to the king preferibe, 

And took for oracles that canting tribe. Rofcommon. 

Unfkill’d in fchemes by planets to forefhow, 

Like canting rafeals, how the wars will go. Dryden s fuven. 
Canta'liver. See Cantiliver. 

CANTA‘T/1. n.f [Ital.] Afong. 

CantaYion. n.f. [from ca nto, Lat.] The aa of finging. 
Ca'nter. n.f [from cant.] A term of reproach for hypocrites, 
who talk formally of religion, without obeying it. 
Canterbury bells. See Belflower. 

Canterbury gallop. [In horfemanfhip.] The hard gallop of 
an ambling horfe, commonly called a canter 3 and probably de- 
rived from the monks riding to Canterbury on cafy ambling 
horfes. 

CANTHA' RIDES, n.f. [Latin.] Spanifh flies 5 ufed to raife 
blifters. 

The flies, cantharides , are bred of a worm, or caterpillar, but 
peculiar to certain fruit trees 3 as are the fig tree, thepinetree, 
and the wild brier 3 all which bear fweet fruit, and fruit that 
hath a kind of fecret biting or fharpnefs : for the fig hath a 
milk in it, that is fweet and corrofive 3 the pine apple hath a 
kernel that is ftrong and abfterfive. Bacon's Nat. Hiflory. 

CA'N'THUS. n.f. [Latin.] The corner of the eye. The in- 
ternal is called the greater, and the external the lefler canthus . 

Fjhiincy. 

A gentlewoman was feized with an inflammation and tu- 
mour in the great canthus , or angle of her eye. Wifeman. 
Ca'nticle. n.f. [from canto, Lat.] A fong 3 ufed generally for 
a fong in feripture. 

This right of eftate, in fome nations, is yet more fignificantly 
exprefled by Mofes in his canticles , in the perfon of God to the 
Jews. Bacon s Holy War. 

Canti'livers. n.f. Pieces of wood framed into the front or 
other Tides of an houfe, to fuftain the molding and eaves over 
it- Moxon s Mechanical Exercifes. 

CA'NTLE. n.f. [kant, Dutch, a corner 3 efchantillon, Fr. apiece.] 
A piece with corners. Skinner. 

See how this river comes, me crankling in. 

And cuts me from the belt of all my land, 

A huge halfmoon, a monftrous cantle out. Shakefp. H. IV. 
ToCa'ntle. v. a. [from the noun.] To cut in pieces. 

For four times talking, if one piece thou take. 

That muft be cantled, and the judge go fnack. Dryden' s Juv: 
Ca'ntlet. n.f. [from cantle.] A piece 3 a fragment. 

Raging with high difdain, repeats his blows 3 
Nor fhield, nor armour can their force oppofe ; 

Huge cantlets of his buckler ftrew the ground, 

And no defence in his bor’d arms is found. Dryden , 

CANTO, n. f [Ital.] A. book, or fedtion of a poem. 

Why, what would you do ? — 

— Make a willow cabbin at your gate, 

And call upon my foul within the houfe 3 

P i/M?>!SxT l0yal Cant0S of contemned love - Shakefp. Tw. Night. 
v,A JN i ON. n.f [from the corner of the eye 3 and hence 

came the cantons of the Switzers. It is the reward of a prince 
given to an earl. Peacham.] 

J. A imall parcel cr dteifion of land. 

On'v that little canton of land, called the Englifh pale, con- 
taining four fmall Ihires, did maintain a bordering war with the 


Irifh, and retain the form of Englifh government. 

o A fmall community, or clan. , 

The fame is the cafe of rovers by land; fuch, as yet, 

fome cantons in Arabia, and fome petty kings of the 
adjacent to ftraits and ways . Bacon s Holy War. 

To Ca'nton. v. a. [from the noun.] 


To divide into little 


^Families (hall quit all fubjeaion to him, and canton hisra- 


pire into lefs governments for themfclves. 


It would certainly be for the good of mankind, to have all 


the mighty empires and monarchies of the world cantoned out 

into petty ftates and principalities. _ Addifon on Stay. 

The late king of Spain, reckoning it an indignity to have his 
° , . • i„ u.. nritirps. nunno" his 


territories cantoned out into parcels by other princes, during his 
life, and without his confent, rather chofe to bequeath the 


own 


monarchy entire to a younger fon of France. . 


Szvift . 


They canton out to themfelves a little province in the intel- 
ledtoal world, where they fancy the light fhines, and all therelt 
is in darknefs. Watts's Improvement of the Mind. 

To Ca'ntonize. v. a. [from canton.] To parcel out into Imall 

divifions. c , 

Thus was all Ireland cantonized among ten perfons ot the 


Englifh nation. 


Davies on Ireland. 


The whole foreft was in a manner cantonized amongft a very 
few in number, of whom fome had regal right. . Hovjel. 
Ca'ntred. n.f The fame in Wales as an hundred in England. 
For cantre , in the Britiflh language, fignifieth an hundred. Cowel. 

The king regrants to him all that province, referving only the 
city of Dublin, and the cantreds next adjoining, with the ma- 
ritime towns. Davies on Ireland \ 

CAOTASS. n.f [canevas, Fr. cannabis, Lat. hemp.] A kind of 
cloth woven for feveral ufes, as fails, painting cloths, tents. 

The mafter commanded forthwith to fet on all the canvafs 
they could, and fly homeward. Sidney. 

And eke the pens that did his pinions bind, 

Were like main yards with flying canvafs lin’d. Fairy ^ b. i a 
Their canvafs caftles up they quickly rear. 

And build a city in an hour’s fpace. Fairfax, b. n. 

Where-e’er thy navy fpreads her canvafs wings. 

Homage to thee, and peace to all fhe brings. Waller 4 

With fuch kind palfion haftes the prince to fight. 

And fpreads his flying canvafs to the Sound 3 

Him whom no danger, were he there, could fright ; 

Now abfent, every little noife can wound. Drydert* 

Thou, Kneller, long with noble pride. 

The foremoft of thy art, haft vy’d 
With nature in a generous ftrife. 

And touch’d the canvafs into life. Addifon * 

To Ca'nvass. v. a. {Skinner derives it from cannabajfer, Fr. to 
beat hemp ; which being a very laborious employment, it is 
ufed to fignify, to fearch diligently into.] 

1. To fift; to examine. 

I have made careful fearch on all hands, and canvajfed the 
matter with all poflible diligence. Woodward. 

2. To debate 3 to controvert. 

The curs difeovered a raw hide in the bottom of a river, 
and laid their heads together how to come at it : they canvaffed 
the matter one way and t’other, and concluded, that the way to 
get it, was to drink their way to it. L'EJlrange . 

ToCa'nvass. v. n. To follicite. 

This crime of canvaffing, or folliciting for church prefer- 
ment, is, by the canon law, called fimony. Ayliffe' s Parergon , 
Ca'ny. adj. [fromrtfw.] 

1. Full of canes. 

2. Confifting of canes. 

But in his way lights on the barren plains 
Of Sericana, where Chinefes drive, 

With fails and wind, their cany wagons light. Farad. LoJL 
Ca'nzonet. n.f [canzonetta, Ital.] A little fong. 

V ecchi was moft pleafing of all others, for his conceit and 
variety, as well his madrigals as canzonets. Peacham. 

CAP. n.f [cap, Welch; caeppe. Sax. cappe. Germ, cappe , Fr. 
cappa, Ital. capa. Span, kappe , Dan. and Dutch 3 caput, a head, 
Latin.] 

1. The garment that covers the head. 

Here is the cap your worfhip did befpeak. — 

Why, this was moulded on a porringer, 

A velvet difh. Shakefp. Taming the Shrew . 

I have ever held my cap off to thy fortune.—* 

— Thou haft ferv’d me with much faith. 

Firft, lolling, floth in woollen cap , 

Taking her after-dinner nap. 

The cap, the whip, the mafeuline attire, 

For which they roughen to the fenfe. Thomfon's Autumn. 

2. The enfign of the cardinalate. 

Henry the fifth did fometimes prophefy, 

If once he came to be a cardinal, 

He’d make his cap coequal with the crown. Shake ft H VT 

3. Thetopmoft; the high eft. ™ 

Thou art the cap of all the fools alive. Shakefp. Trnm. 

4. A reverence made by uncovering the head. 

They 


Shakefp* 

Swift. 
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